SHEPTON  MALLET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  YEAR  1925, 

Including  SURVEY  REPORT,  1921-1925. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  C!kntlkm  en,— 

1  Jiavo  [)lea.surD  in  .submitting  my  Annual 
Report  for  tlie  year  l!)25,  vvhicii  ineludos  by 
Order  of  tlie  ^Ministry  of  Ifealth,  a  survey  of  the 
five  years,  1921  —  2o. 

As  my  appointment  to  ollioe  date.s  Oidy  from 
1923,  it  is  ol)vious  tJiat  a  great  deal  of  the 
Statistical  information  must  be  dei'iv('d  from 
sources  other  than  my  personal  knowledge. 
Such  Statistical  inforniation  is  appended  as  an 
a[)pendix  : — 

HuU-SINU. — The  principal  ('vent  of  the  past 
5  years  has  been  the  oomplotioji  of  the  Council’s 
State  aiderl  Housing  Scheme  for  db  Houses. 
These  have  kept  well -occupied,  but  lai'gely 
by  Railway  employees  imported  into  the  District. 
Thei'e  is  still  some  demand  tor  Houses  in  Binegaj' 
and  Stoke  Lane,  and  the  question  of  their 
provision  is  under  consideratioii. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  district 
is  practically  stationary,  and  apart  from  the 
Roadstone  industry,  which  is  healthy,  there  is 
little  likelihood  of  any  increase  of  industry 
tending  to  raise  population. 

Water  and  Sewerage. — The  District  is  well 
provdded  with  public  water  supplies.  Drainage 
works  exist  in  Oakhill  and  Evercreech  only. 
At  Evorci'eech  a  scheme  has  been  carried  out 
from  revenue  and  is  now  almost  completed. 

General  Statistics. 


Aioa  (acres) 

46,501 

Popluation,  1925 

9,879 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate,  Occupiers 

2,408 

1921  .. 

2,426 

Rateable  value 

£98,714 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 

£285 

Extracts  from  Vital  Satistics 
FOR  THE  Year. 


M.  F. 

Births. — Legitimate  . .  97  83 

Illegitimate  . .  1  1 

98  84 

Total  182 

Birth  Rate,  18.42. 

Deaths  all  Causes. — -Total  :  M.  130,  N.  73,  F.  03. 
Death  Rate,  13.70. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence 
of  child  birth  : — 

From  Sepsis  .  .  Nil. 

Other  causes  . .  Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  On(’  Year  ; — -iMale  3, 
Female  5,  Total  8. 

Deaths  of  Infants. — Illegitimate,  Nil. 

Under  1  week,  2,  1  to  4  weeks,  1  ;  1  to  0  months 
3  ;  0  to  12  months  2. 

Deaths  from  Measles,  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cougli,  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrlioea,  under  2  years,  2. 

Infectious  Diseases  Cases  Notified. 


Smallpox  .  •  — 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  17 

Diphtheria  .  .  38 

Enteric  Fevei’  . .  — 

I'uerpeial  Fever  . .  — 

Dysentery  .  .  — 

Malaria  .  .  — 

Poliomyelitis  . .  — 

Ophtlialmia  Neonatorum  — 

Ac.  Primary  Pneumonia  ) 

Ac.  Influenzal  Pneumonia  1 
Ac.  Euceph.  Lethargitui  — 
Erysipelas  •  •  - 


'I'UBEKCULOSIS. 
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Total  New  Cases  18.  Deaths  8. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Nil. 

Antidiphthoritic  Antitoxin. — This  has  been 
supplied  to  Doctors  on  request.  Most  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  are  admitted  to  Hospital,  after  the 
first  injection. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
IN  THE  Area. 

Tuberculosis. — There  was  opened  in  1914 
a  Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis  in  grounds  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  A  ward  of  (i  beds  and 
shelters  for  4  patients  for  men,  and  a  smilar 
amomit  for  women,  together  with  administra¬ 
tion  block,  dining  room,  recreation  room, 
kitchen,  &c. 

This  Hospital  was  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  and  has  always  been  pracdically  full. 
A  part  time  Medical  Officer  was  appointed, 
and  one  of  the  County  Council  T.  B.  Oflicer’s 
visited  once  a  week.  Patients  were  admitted 
from  any  part  of  the  County.  This  Hospital 
was  closed  late  in  1925,  on  the  opening  of 
Quantock  Lodge,  Somerset. 

The  buildings  have  been  empty  since,  but  have 
been  used  by  me  as  an  overflow  for  infectious 
disease  from  the  Fever  Hospital.  IV  ithout  these 
buildings  1  could  not  have  admitted  a  number 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  ;  an 
epidemic  of  diphtheria  having  occurred  at 
Evercreech,  and  also  of  scarlet  fever  at  Ever¬ 
creech  and  Cranmore. 

Fever  Ho.sfital  of  2(t  beds,  opened  in 
January,  1913,  with  steam  disinfector  and 
laundry  attached  for  the  Rural  and  Urban 
tlistricts. 

Thes(‘.  2  Hospitals  are  situated  about  a  mile 
outside  the  town,  on  the  W^'estern  side. 

Ambulance. — Infectious  cases  an^  removed 
in  a  motor  ambulance  trailer,  or  a  motor  ambu¬ 
lance  is  hired. 

It  would  be  a  gr(“at  convenience  d‘  a  motor 
ambulanct'  was  kept  at  this  Hospital. 

At  [iresent  then'  is  no  means  of  returning 
bedding  and  clothes,  &c.,  which  have  been  sent 
or  brought  for  disinteeting  by  the  steam  disin¬ 
fector. 

Non-infe(JTIOUS  C.4.SES. — A  hand  ambulaiufc 
is  available  in  the  town  for  accidents.  <V'c. 

Maternity  Child  Welfare. — This  clinic  is 
run  in  conjunction  with  the  Shepton  INlallet 
Urban  district.  Meetings  are  held  fortnightly. 

On  account  of  the  distaiase  few  patients  attend 
from  the  Rural  distried. 

Tuberculo.sis  Dlsfensarv  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  Oj>eu  eac.h  Wednesday,  lu  to 
12  a.m.  A  County  Council  Tubercular  Medical 
Officer  attends  for  consultation  and  treatment. 
Patients  attend  from  any  nearby  locality. 

Public  Health  Officer. — Medical  Officer 
part  time. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Water  Engineer,  whole 
time. 

Contributions  to  salary  under  Ihiblic  Health 
Acts  in  both  cases. 


Admitted 
Hospital  Deaths. 


8 

28 


2 


Pkofessional  Nuksing  in  the  Home. 

Qualified  Disti’ict  Nurses  are  providc'.d  in 
tVoscombe,  Doulting  witli  East  and  West 
Cranmore,  Holcombe,  Ditclieat,  Evercreech  and 
Tilton. 

Croscombo  \ullagc  is  attended  by  tlie  8hepton 
-Mallet  Nurses,  one  for  niidwifei'y,  and  one  for 
general  nursing. 

Doulting  and  Hobtombe  have  separati;  nurses 
umier  the  management  of  the  Shepton  Mallet 
Nursing  -Yssociation. 

'J’his  Association  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
County,  and  is  maintaitied  and  arrangf'il  excel- 
hmtly. 

ft  was  started  in  1893,  and  has  been  a  gi'eat 
boon  to  the  neighbourhood. 

The  upkeep  is  maintained  by  8ubscriptions 
on  Club  benefit  lines,  midwifery  fe(^s, grants  from 
the  County  Council  for  infant  nursing,  school 
nursing,  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and 
by  subscriptions  beyond  the  scale  laid  down. 

The  other  villages  mentioned  have  qualified 
District  Nurses  of  their  own,  and  managed  by 
separate  comniittees. 

There  is  no  spo(hal  provision  for  nursing 
infectious  cases.  These  are  mostly  I'omoved  to 
the  Fever  Hospital. 

Legisi-atioJi  in  Area — Adoptive  Acts. 

Infectious  Disease  (Pk' vent  ion)  Act,  1890 
(whole). 

Public  Health  -4cts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(Part.  Ill),  so  far  as  applicable  to  Kural  Districts. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889, 
made  applicable  to  Actuo  Poliomyelitis  and 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Public  Health  (Buildings  in  Streets)  Act, 
1888.  Section  3. 

BYEL.4W.S — List  and  Dates  of  Adoption. 

Slaughterhouses. — 17th  Nov.,  1911. 

New  Buildings  and  certain  matters  in  con¬ 
nection  with  Buildings,  20th  Sept.,  1912. 

Also  Regulations .  with  respect  to  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milkshops,  1st  July.  1912. 

Sanitary  Circumstances. 

Water  Supply. — Is  generally  by  means  of 
separate  supplies  owned  by  the  Council  for 
Villages  or  groups  of  Villages.  Water  purchased 
from  Downside  Water  Company  for  Ashwick, 
Binegar  and  Emborough  Parishes  (about  1500 
persons).  A  chlorination  plant  recently  instal¬ 
led  by  the  Company.  Saiuiiles  from  Public 
supplies  examined  annually  by  the  County 
Council  Laboratory,  and  generally  satisfactory 
quality.  About  75  %  of  population  supplied 
by  piped  supplies,  mostly  from  sjirings.  Supply 
constant  and  laid  on  generally. 

Drainage  and  River  Pollution. — Two 
villages  only  (Evercreech  and  Oakhill),  have 
sewerage  works.  There  is  some  pollution  of 
streams  from  Village  drainage  in  other  places, 
but  not  of  a  serious  character.  Considerable 
improvement  at  Evercreech  during  the  5  years’ 
period. 

Closet  Accommodation. — In  villages  not 
sewered,  pail  closets  have  generally  replaced 
vaults,  but  the  latter  are  retained  where  former 
not  suitable.  Where  sewerage  exists  water 
closets  have  been  connected  in  most  cases, 
and  this  work  is  proceeding. 

Scavenging. — Nil. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — See  report  appended. 
Schools. — Water  supply  .satisfactory.  Closet 
accommodation  not  wholly  .satisfactory  in  some 
casv-s. 

Housing. 

Gener.al. — With  a  stationary  population  not 
likely  to  increase  there  is  no  acute  shortage. 
The  Council  have  built  59  houses,  and  are  con¬ 
sidering  further  provision  at  Stoke  Lane  and 
Binegar.  Some  houses  being  built  under  the 
Subsidy  scheme. 


Overcrowding. — No  serious  cases. 

Fitness. — Vai'ying  but  tendency  to  im)jrove- 
ment,  in  many  cases  homes  purchased  by  occu¬ 
pier  with  advantageous  results. 

Housing  St-atistics. 

(a)  NewHouse.s  Erected.  Total  .  .  10 

(b)  With  State  Assi.stance 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ..  Nil. 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  and' Persons  5 

(1)  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses: 

(1)  Number  Inspected.  Total  75 

(2)  ,,  Inspected  recorded  ..  SS 

(3)  ,,  Found  unfit  .  .  2 

(1)  ,,  Not  in  all  respects  fit  .  .  25 

(2) .  B,emedy  Without  Formal  Notice  : 


Defects  so  remedied  .  .  Ig 

(3)  Statutory  Action  ; 

A.  Under  Section  3  Housing 

.  .  Nil. 

(1)  Notices  Served  ..  Nil. 

(2)  Rendered  fit  : 

(a)  By  Owner  .  . 

(b)  By  Authority  .  .  Nil. 

(3)  OiJoration  of  Closing  Ortler  . .  Nil. 

(b)  Under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Notices  Served  ..  4 

(2)  Defects  remedied  . .  3 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  3 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  . .  Nil. 

(c)  Under  Sec.  11,  14,  15,  Housing 

Act,  1925  : 

( 1 )  Representation  . .  2 

(2)  Closing  Orders  . .  2 

(3)  Ditto  determined  . .  Nil. 

(4)  Demolition  Orders  .  .  Nil. 

(5)  Demolished  ..  Nil. 


Inspections  &  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Very  ample.  Quality  im¬ 
proving. 

(1)  Tuberculous  Milking  Cattle  being 

weeded  out  by  County  Council  under 
Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925. 

(2)  No.  of  licenses  granted. 

Retailers  reigstered  . .  31 

Producers,  Ditto  .  .  254 


Total  . .  285 


(b)  MEAT.—Inspector  has  attended  course 
organised  by  the  County  Council  on  Meat 
Inspection.  Owing  to  the  largo  number  of 
private  Slaughter  Houses,  the  Council  are 
considering  special  provision  of  Assistant 
Meat  Inspector. 


Private  Slaughter  Houses. 


In  1929. 

Jan.,  1925.  Dec.  1925 

Registered  . 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Licensed 

19 

15 

15 

Total 

19 

15 

15 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regutalions,  1924,  etc. 
Particulars  for  Year  1925. 

1. — Slaughter  Houses.— Registered  Nil. 
Licensed  15.  Total  15. 

Length  of  time  for  which  the  licenses  are 
granted  is  from  year  to  year. 

2.  — Notices  under  Section  8  of  the  Regulations 

(a)  persons  (or  persons)  appointed  to  receive 
these  notices.  Mi'.  W.  Phelps,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(b)  Number  of  Slaughter  House  occupiers: 
Exclusive  of  emergency  slaughtering  who  have 
given  only  a  notice  of  slaughtering  at  a  fi.xed 
time,  15.  Ditto  who  have  not  given  such  a 
notice,  but  give  a  notice  of  each  time  of  slaughter. 
Nil.  Number  of  notices  given  under  Section  9. 
Nil. 

3-— The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  attended  a 
special  course  at  Weston-super-Mare  on  meat 
inspection. 
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4. — I’arti(!Vilai’s  of  meat  (iOuilciimiHl  (wliethor 
seized  or  surrendorocl),  during  1923  : 

Animal  and  parts  Dtiring  1st  During  2nd  Total  for 

condemned  half-year  half-year  the  year 

Pigs 

VVliolo  carcase 
Head 

Internal  organs  alone 

Oxen  &  Calves. 

Whole  carcase 
Fore  or  hintl  Qrs.  only 
Head 

Internal  organs  only 

Sheep 

VVdiole  carcase 
Organs  alone 

Other  Animals. 

Whole  Carcase 
Organs  alone  / 

Tinned  Moats 

List  of  Slaughter  Houses. 

Holcombe. — ’W.  Denning,  Holcombe. 

Ashwick. — F.  Thorner,  Gurney  Slade. 

Ashwick. — Oakhill  Co-op.  Society,  Oakhill. 
Batcombo. — F.  Boyce,  Batcombe. 

Croscombe. — C.  Tutton,  Bowlish. 

Fvercreech. — C.  F.  King,  Evercroech. 

,,  G.  Dunford,  Stratton. 

,,  F.  Hatcher,  Everoreech. 

,,  Harris  &  Co.,  Southwood. 

i’ylle. — F.  Thorner,  Pylle. 

Pilton. — H.  J.  Rodgers,  Pilton. 

Ditcheat  W.  Hillard,  Ditcheat. 

,,  F.  Min  tern,  Ditcheat. 

W'est  Bradley. — E.  W.  Reakes,  Parbrook. 

East  Lydford. — Applin  and  Barret,  East  Lydford 

All  licensed  from  year  to  year. 

No  Registered  slaughter  houses. 

Other  Foods. — -iMostly  purchased  in  adjoin¬ 
ing  Urban  Districts,  except  Bread. 

Bakehouses  generally  satisfactory. 

Prevention  of  Infection. 

No  special  prevalence  of  infectious  disease 
iluring  the  5  years  has  been  noted,  but  in  the 
latter  part  of  1925  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  Evercreech  and  neighbourhood 
amongst  the  children  attending  the  Evercreech 
Schools. 


The  first  notifii'd  (cise  occ.nrred  in  a  Childreji’s 
Horne,  which  was  visited,[exainined  and  a  report 
made,  the  defects  wer'e  ‘  made  good,  and  the 
children  isolated,  but  further  cases  turned  up. 
Visits  were  made  to  homes  of  absent  scholars,  a 
daily  list  of  absentees  being  given  me.  During 
these  visits  many  cases  weref  ound,  as  wellascon- 
tacts.  One  child  wa.s  found  in  a  neighbouring 
village  who  evidently  had  had  diphtheria  just 
jrrevious  to  the  ejriflemic!  starting. 

This  child’s  time  sheet  is  interest in<>'  • 

c>  • 

T-'T. — Absent  >Se])t.  loth  to  iSejrt.  25th 
with  sore  throat.  She  was  not  seen  by  any 
doctor.  At  school  Sept  28th  to  October  2nd. 
October  2nd,  ab.sent  with  mumps. 

The  first  case  of  the  epidemic  was  nipped 
on  October  1st. 

3(5  cases  were  notified  ;  23  females,  13  males. 

A  few  adults  only  were  attacked  towards  the 
end  of  thrr  epidemic. 

29  cases  were  treated  in  Hospital. 

There  was  one  death. 

The  Schools  were*,  closed  October  23rd  to 
November  3rd. 

Only  8  cases  wore  notified  after  this  in  scholars. 

Though  cases  appeared  in  othei'  than  scholars 
on  November  3Uth,  the  Schools  were  agaiii 
closed  for  the  rest  of  the  term. 

The  last  case  was  notified  on  December  7th. 

8  cases  of  Encejih.  Lethargica  occurred  iji 

1924,  coming  from  different  localities. 

The  examination  of  Pathological  and  bacte¬ 
riological  specime.is  is  done  by  the  Comity 
Health  Laboratory  at  Weston. 

This  is  of  very  great  service,  and  much  use 
is  made  of  it,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  a  great 
factor  in  controlling,  preventing,  and  in  the 
early  diagnosis  of  infectious  cases. 

No  shick  or  dich  tests  have  been  used. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  FINCH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I’o  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rmal 
District  Council  of  Shepton  Mallet. 
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